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Introduction to IPR

Trade marks, patents, copyrights, designs, geographical indications, trade 
secrets, etc.

Are IPRs essential? Maybe.

Are they useful? Definitely.



Some IPR Legislation in Europe 

• Directive (EU) 2015/2436 relating to trade marks

• European Patent Convention, 1973

• Directive (EU) 2019/790 on copyright and related rights in the Digital 
Single Market (and many other Copyright related directives)

• Directive 98/71/EC on the legal protection of designs

• Directive (EU) 2016/943 on the protection of trade secrets against 
their unlawful acquisition, use and disclosure 

• Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 on quality schemes for agricultural 
products and foodstuffs



2022 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY SME 
SCOREBOARD (commissioned by the EUIPO)

Only 10% of SMEs in the EU have at least one IP right registered. Among the reasons for not 
protecting their IP assets, 1/3 say that they see no extra benefits.



Theoretical aspects of RDI, IPR and SMEs

Entrepreneurship in Networks model

KIRWAN, Paul, VAN DER SIJDE, Peter,
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Key attributes related to
each of the capitals in the
4 S Model
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The cumulative effect of social systems
and motivation on a knowledge and
innovation based enterprise while
processing an idea towards value
creation through the intermediaries,
namely opportunity recognition (OR*),
opportunity preparation (OP*) and
opportunity exploitation (OE*)
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2021. Legal Implications of Public
Support Policies targeting
Research, Development and
Innovation in the European Union,
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Estonian 
RDIE 
Strategy



The triple axes



Some modern IP opportunities for SMEs in EU: Unitary Patent
and Unitary Patent Court (reduced costs, greater territorial
coverage, legal certainty)



Modern IP challenges 
for SMEs in EU
Cost escalations, high entry costs, 
greater legal compliance, etc

• Digital IP

• Digital Services Act

• Digital Markets Act



EPO SME case studies
https://www.epo.org/learning/materials/sme/i
nnovation-case-studies/sme-case-studies.html

The EPO SME case studies

• Demonstrate that European SMEs

− can create strategic value from patents

− need to know when and how to use patents to support
their business

− will benefit from the Unitary Patent and Unified
Patent Court

• Facilitate the transfer of know-how about IP
strategy and IP management by

− showing concrete business examples

− creating a pool of IP experts and SMEs for
dissemination activities



Outside EU: VR Films and Studios Ltd 
Motion picture and video distribution company in South Asia

Proprietorship firm – private company – IPO for SME Board –
migration to BSE – future?



Thank you!


